UNDP-TICAD PROJECT

CONCEPT NOTE FOR PLANNED POU WORKSHOP of 22nd-23rd July, 2013
Background
Japan has been hosting the Tokyo International Conference for African Development (TICAD) every five years since 1993 with other co-organizers. At TICAD IV in 2008, the important role of the private sector in the promotion and financing of sustainable economic growth in Africa was noted. Since then, the Government of Japan, in collaboration with various development agencies including UNDP, has actively promoted initiatives to strengthen the private sector engagement in Africa. Among the initiatives is a pilot project by UNDP Kenya – the Inclusive Market Development (IMD) Pilot Project (the Project) – whose objective is to: “develop inclusive business models to improve access to safe water and to improve agricultural yields in Kenya by utilizing Japanese water purification technologies”. 
The idea behind the Project is to pilot the facilitation of the Japanese private sector to contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable development through the brokering of pro-poor, commercially viable activities. The Project is meant to pilot the development of inclusive business models to improve access to safe water and to improve agricultural yields aimed at accelerating and sustaining access by the poor to clean water, employment and livelihoods opportunities. The Project involves two Japanese companies introducing two Japanese technologies that will improve access to safe water and increase agricultural productivity. One is a small-scale decentralized water treatment system, and the other is a point-of-use (POU) water technology, the latter being the focus of this workshop. 
The POU technology under the Project is a product named Clinca 205 (Clinca) which is a water disinfecting catalyst developed by Nikken Company of Japan. It is made of silica dioxide, aluminum silicate, and ionized Silver. When Clinca is placed in water at home and left there for more than 3 hours, it eliminates bacterial pathogens such as coliforms, making the water safe for human consumption. It can be continuously used for one to two years, which makes it much cheaper than other similar products in the market. Furthermore, Clinka does not have a smell or taste such as those associated with chlorine based POU products. The testing of water disinfection using Clinca is ongoing in Ndalani Sub-location of Ndalani Location, Yatta Sub-county of Machakos County. 

Objectives of the Workshop
The objective of the workshop is to create awareness of the technology among the stakeholders, share information and lessons learnt from the project. The workshop will provide an opportunity for Nikken to showcase this technology to a wide audience including policy-makers from the relevant central and county government ministries for widespread uptake and sustainability within the country. After presentations on the technology the workshop will include plenary discussions during which the participants will deliberate on the possibilities of integrating the POU water treatment technology to accelerate the rate of access to clean water in the country as well their ideas on the development of inclusive business. The organizations represented by the participants will be expected to play a supporting role in scaling up the POU water treatment in the country. 
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